166.   ANOTHER GURKHA CHARGE
It almost seems as if Bengal is to be the first in suffering and
therefore the first in winning swaraj.   The Chandpur outrage is still
fresh in the memory.  Now comes the news of an equally terrible
outrage in Chittagong.   Let Babu Prasannakumar Sen, Secretary
of the District Congress Committee, tell the tale in his own words:
I take this opportunity of giving you an account of the latest turn
of events at Chittagong. Mr. Sengupta, President, and St. Mohim Chandra
Das, Secretary, Chittagong District Congress Committee, and sixteen others
were  arrested on the  2nd July last   for   taking part in a procession
without licence contrary to a notice previously issued by the local autho-
rities under Sec. 30 of the Police Act.   Their trial came up on the 19th
October.  They were charged under Sec. 151 I.P.C. and Sec. 32 of the
Police Act.   The accused did not offer any defence and were each sen-
tenced to undergo rigorous imprisonment for three months on the 20th of
October.   It was known in the town that the noble prisoners would he
taken to the Central Jail at Alipur the same evening.   People began to
collect before the jail gate from 4 o'clock. Band parties, concert parties
and sankirtan parties were also brought in.    In the evening the whole
town was illuminated and there was bomb firing and rocket flying.   This
the people did without any instructions from the Congress organization.
Shortly after 8 p.m. the prisoners were taken out of jail and placed
in police carriages for being conveyed to the railway station.    A proce-
ssion with torch light, band parties, concert parties followed the car-
riages in an extremely orderly manner.
The procession having reached the approaches of the railway
station, a posse of Gurkhas numbering about a hundred and armed with
guns came out of ambush. Lights were put out by some person not
yet known, and the Gurkhas suddenly and without any notice what-
soever sprang upon innocent and peaceful persons with all the savagery
they could command with cries of maro, maro, lagao, lagao, ... It is
reported that nearly a hundred persons got bleeding wounds in diffe-
rent parts of their bodies, and about three hundred persons received
aching blows. The District Magistrate, Mr. Strong, and Additional
District Magistrate, Mr. Burrows, were present on the spot. One promi-
nent Peace and Order Association man was seen taking part in the
assault and crying at the top of his voice, maro, maro, and after the
assault was over, he was seen in company with the District Magistrate.
. After the assault outside the station premises, a European military officer,
presumably commanding the Gurkhas, entered the platform. He made